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These striking figures point to one of the most serious prob-
lems by which agriculture, and particularly the agriculture of
Prussia, is confronted* viz., the persistent dearth of native
labour and, in recent years, labour of any Hud. One of the
phrases most commonly on the lips of agricultural writers, and
most constantly recurring in the agricultural debates which
occupy so large a part of the attention of the Prussian Diet,
is "the land-flight (Landftucht) of the labourer/' Any explana-
tion of the reasons of the remarkable migration from the rural
districts which has occurred during the past ten or twelve
years brings us face to face with some of the underlying
conditions of Prussian agriculture which are at once the mis-
fortune of the country and the despair of the true agricultural
reformer.
" We understand by the term 'movement from the country/
or, as it is also called, ' land-flight,3 " writes Sohnrey, "not
merely the natural movement of population which bears the
superfluous surplus of rural strength to the towns, but the
unnatural precipitation of that movement, which more and more
depopulates the country and overpopulates the towns."
But the movement can only be regarded as an "unnatural"
one because^ the causes which have produced it are also, in part,
" unnatural/J What we see, in fact, is the wholesale with-
drawal from the rural districts of those who have immeniorially
been the mainstay of agriculture. The townward movement
is specially strong in the Polish provinces and the backward
North of Prussia, where it amounts to an absolute calamity
both foir the large proprietors and the farmers who need one
or two hu-ut^s for the most part of the year.
How great is the migration from the Polish provinces in
particular wi3fl appear from proofs easy to apply. It is
required that j workmen insured against old age and invalidity
shall return their receipt cards to the places where they were
first issued, w.herever they may be at the time. There is thus
a constant exchange of cards between the Central Boards 01
the Empire. :En 1907 the returns of the Board for Posen showed
that 65,003 persons more had left the district than had arrived,
and in 1906 the excess was 74,101, making 189,104 for two
years. In 19|% 15,642 more persons went to Berlin than
came thence; tthe excess of removals to the Rhine Province